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| do not know whether thisisthe kind of information you are interested in at this point, but | would like to
suggest that the committee consider, a some point in the future, the possibility of alowing for the waiver of
costs for indigent people. | have set forth below a copy of the statute (s. 814.29) which adlows for waiver of
costs and fees for indigentsin civil actions. | think that this statute provides a good mode for the waiver of
cods. Essentidly, the statute dlows for waiver where aperson isarecipient of public assstance from a
means tested program, is represented by alega services program or is otherwise worthy of awaiver because
of the persorn=s low income and assets, taking into account the federd poverty guidelines for that particular
person or family. Thefirgt two categories B relating to the receipt of public assistance and to representation by
alegd services program B smply take advantage of the fact that an assessment has aready been made,
regarding a persor~s poverty. They make it easy to identify who isindigent. Thethird category exigsfor the
purpose of providing some alowance for the person who does not fal within the first two categories.

LAW, Inc. isanon profit organization funded largely by the federd Lega Services Corporation, Inc., to
provide civil lega servicesto low income people. LAW now provides representation for low income peoplein
39 counties in Wisconsin, as aresult of a recent merger with Lega Services of Northeastern Wisconsin and
Western Wisconsin Legd Services. One of the principa activities of LAW attorneys and paraegasisto
provide legd assistance to low income clients who are applying for socia security disability benefits (SS and
SSDI). These are cases that depend upon the availability of medica records. While other clients of LAW
occasiondly require copies of medica records, the vast mgjority of casesinvolving medica records that we
handle are socid security disability daims. Thisisagrowing casdoad for LAW, because of the limitations that
exist under the Wisconsin Works or
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W-2" public assistance program B not the least of which isthe 2 year time limit on receipt of benefits.

Applicationsfor SSI and SSDI benefits are federal adminigtrative clams. As aresult, s. 814.29 does not
apply to these claims, because that Satute applies to sate court claims.

Our low income clients cannot afford to pay the cogts of copying these medica records. The limited resources
that they have actualy do not even cover the essential needs that they have for food, clothing, shelter and
utilities. Legd services programs like LAW can il afford to pay for the costs of copies of medica records,
ether. Funding for lega services has been nearly dtatic for the past twenty years.

It isfor these reasons that | would like the committee to consider the possibility or providing for some waiver
of the costs of copies of medical records for indigent people. There are currently some medica providers who
will dlow for the waiver of costs for indigents now. By establishing some state policy on the waiver of cods
there can be a uniform standard that applies with a uniform definition of indigency.

Following isacopy of the satute | referred to:

814.29 Security for costs, service and feesfor indigents. (1) () Except as provided in sub.
(Im) [which relates to prisoners|, any person may commence, prosecute or defend any action or
specid proceeding in any court, or any writ of error or apped therein, without being required to give
security for costs or to pay any service or fee, upon order of the court based on afinding that because
of poverty the person is unable to pay the costs of the action or specia proceeding, or any writ of
error or appedl therein, or to give security for costs.

(b) A person seeking an order under par. (&) shdl filein the court an afidavit in the form
prescribed by the judicid conference, setting forth briefly the nature of the cause, defense or apped
and the facts demondrating his or her poverty.

(c) Thefinding and order of the court under par. (a) shal be in the form prescribed by the judicia
conference. The court may deny the request for an order if the court finds that the affidavit sates no
claim, defense or apped upon which the court may grant relief.

(d) The court shal make afinding of poverty and issue an order under par. () if the affidavit
demondrates any of the following:

1. That the person isarecipient of means-tested public assstance, including aid to families
with dependent children, relief funded by a block grant under ch. 49, relief provided by the
counties under s. 59.53 (21), medica assstance, supplementa security income, food stamps
or benefits received by veterans under s. 45.351 (1) or under 38 USC 501 to 562.

2. That the person is represented by an attorney through alega services program for
indigent persons, including, without limitation, those funded by the federd legd services
corporation, the state public defender or volunteer attorney program based on indigence.



3. That the person is otherwise unable, because of poverty, to pay the costs of the action,
proceeding or apped or to give security for those costs. In determining the person=s hility to
pay under this subdivision to pay or give security for fees and codts, the court shall consider
the person=s household size, income, expenses, assets, and debts and the federd poverty
guidelines under 42 USC 9902 (2).

Thanks for your consideration and if there is any further information you would like, please fed free to contact
me



